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and there is a prospect of a month of it!   It was, however, softened by colossal majorities on a most important measure,1 and on wh., a fortnight ago, I was told Govt. was to be defeated. . . . ^
It is difficult to believe that Disraeli did not foresee and desire the issue of the crisis. With his strong ambition, and his keen interest in India and the East, he can hardly, save in moments of deep physical depression, have seriously contemplated, so long as life and power of work were left to him and he had the confidence of Parliament, the abandonment to others of that forceful Eastern policy which was taking shape under his immediate direction but which was as yet only an outline. He must have anticipated, and thought it politic to provoke, the urgency of his Sovereign and his colleagues which sent him to the Lords. On this point there was no division of opinion. The Queen ' absolutely protested 7 against the idea of his retirement. The sentiments of Richmond, Derby, and Salisbury on the subject were shared by Ministers generally. Cairns and Hardy, from the first, were in favour of a retreat to the Lords. Malmes-bury wrote of the c chaos your retirement from any cause whatever would create in our party. If I know anything of men rthere are some excellent heads and hearts in the Cabinet, but only one backbone/ When Disraeli yielded to the general wish, John Manners wrote emphatically, August 8: f You have acted in this supreme crisis as you have ever acted in public affairs: rightly, wisely, dutifully. I am confident the Queen, your colleagues, and the country will appreciate and approve the decision at which you have arrived/
There was that general chorus of approval from press and public which Manners anticipated. But in one place there was universal regret and sorrow. If it cost Disraeli, as he told the Speaker, a ' pang ? 2 to separate himself from.
1 The Prisons Bill, which was eventually withdrawn for this Session, and passed with amendments- in 1877.
2 On the ni^ht of Disraeli's last speech in the Commons, his colleague, Frederick Stanley, afterwards sixteenth Lord Derby, saw him shedding tears.                                                                                    >/
